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Abstract:

This study addresses a topic of utmost importance due to its
contemporary nature, namely civil liability for damages caused by self-driving
vehicles, in light of the advancements in modern technologies that have
fundamentally transformed the conventional concept of driving. The study
aims to analyze the legal foundations upon which liability may be established
for various parties involved when harm results from the use of such vehicles,
with particular emphasis on contractual and non-contractual liability.

Regarding contractual liability, the research examines the obligations
of the contracting parties in agreements related to the sale, maintenance, and
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operation of autonomous vehicles. It demonstrates how liability may be
grounded on personal fault, acts committed by third parties, liability arising
from objects—particularly in the context of custody—and insurance
mechanisms. As for non-contractual liability, the study explores the
applicability of analogies to liability for the custody of animals, liability for
defective or unsafe products, as well as the emerging concept of the “human
proxy” as a novel basis for accountability under the law.

The study concludes that existing civil liability rules alone are no longer
adequate to keep pace with the rapid technological developments inherent in
self-driving vehicles. This necessitates the development of a clear legislative
framework that delineates the scope of liability and considers its distribution
among the different parties involved, alongside strengthening the role of
insurance as an effective solution to mitigate the ensuing legal disputes.
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