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Technological competition and its role in changes to the
international system

Case study: Sino-American competition from 2001 to 2025
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Abstract

This research, entitled one of the most significant issues in contemporary
international relations. It sheds light on the technological rivalry between the
two great powers as a key factor in shaping the international system and
determining the global balance of power. The study aims to analyze China’s
efforts in the technological field and its attempts to change the existing
international order through technological superiority and industrial
innovation that would enhance its global influence. It also seeks to clarify the
American strategies adopted to counter China’s rise and to maintain the
United States’ technological leadership and hegemonic position in the
international system.

The research adopts the descriptive-analytical method to observe the
manifestations of competition between the two powers and the futuristic
(prospective) approach to anticipate the future of the international system
amid this rivalry. The study concludes that technological superiority has
become the main determinant of the future shape of the international order.
This competition may lead to a transformation from a unipolar system to a
bipolar one shared between China and the United States, or to the
continuation of American dominance if it succeeds in containing China’s
progress. However, the possibility of a Chinese-led international system
remains if China achieves complete technological superiority.

Keywords: Technological Rivalry - International System - United States of
America (USA) — China - Global Hegemony.
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