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Antithetical Polarities in Urwah ibn al-Ward's Ra'iyyah
A Study in Light of the Theory of Reflection
Abstract:

The dualities in poetic discourse emerge from the combination
of a thing and its opposite existing in a single context, while
simultaneously running in parallel. This study tests the presence of
antagonistic dualities in the 'RaTyah' (a poem rhyming in 'ra") of
Urwah ibn al-Ward through the lens of the theory of reflection.

The research sheds light on the role of Urwah ibn al-Ward
within the society of the 'Sa'alik' (vagabonds/outlaws), his
uniqueness among them, the reasons for this distinctiveness, and
what his 'Ra'tyah’ revealed about a social struggle that engendered
major antagonistic dualities between patriarchal tribal solidarity
(Asabiyyah) and the solidarity of the rebellious Sa'alik. This struggle
brought forth forms of dualities such as : movement and stillness,
permanence and progress, and the values of the classical Arabic
poem of generosity (Karam) in contrast to the values of the Sa'alik's
poem of generosity.

Keywords:

Dualities, reflection, Urwa ibn al-Ward, the vagabonds, generosity.
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