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The Role of Port Said’s Visual Heritage in
Shaping Visual Culture and $Strengthening
Identity among Art Students

Abstract:

Despite the rich and diverse visual heritage of Port Said, which reflects its
unique architectural and cultural history, this heritage has not received sufficient
attention in the curricula of art students in general, and the Department of Art
Education at the Faculty of Specific Education in particular. This weakens their
connection to their local environment and their ability to read and understand the
visual elements surrounding them. Furthermore, the lack of systematic integration of
this heritage into the educational process limits opportunities for developing visual
culture and strengthening artistic identity. This poses a challenge for educational
institutions in finding mechanisms that link visual heritage with modern academic
programs. In light of the transformations of the era and the disappearance of some
physical landmarks, investing in visual heritage—not only as a visual memory, but
also as an educational tool—is essential for shaping artistic sensibility and
strengthening cultural belonging among students. Hence, the need for an applied
analytical study that explores the role of Port Said's visual heritage in shaping visual
culture and strengthening identity, with the aim of formulating practical
recommendations for its use in curricula. Creating artworks using collage techniques
enriches the artistic aspects of art students and supports modern trends in art
education curricula. The practical application of collage techniques with students has
proven effective in integrating elements of visual heritage into contemporary artworks,
enabling them to reframe heritage symbols in a modern visual language. It also
enriched the researcher's practical experience in producing artworks that were

displayed in an art exhibition entitled "Port Said, an Exceptional City."

Keywords: Spatial Depth, Kagemni Tomb, Realistic Narrative.
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