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Abstract:

The study focused on analyzing the role of the United

Nations in maintaining and enhancing international maritime
security through a case study of the threats posed by the Houthi
group to navigation in the Bab al-Mandab Strait, which is
considered one of the most strategic maritime chokepoints
globally.
The study aims to analyze the role of the United Nations
and the Security Council in preserving international peace and
security, with particular emphasis on the extent to which their
decisions influence the protection of strategic maritime passages,
while also highlighting the legal and regulatory framework of
international maritime security. Furthermore, it seeks to monitor
and assess maritime threats in the Bab al-Mandab Strait since
2015, especially those arising from the Houthi group and their
implications for freedom of navigation and the stability of global
trade. This includes evaluating the effectiveness of the United
Nations’ response to the crisis through its monitoring mechanisms,
diplomatic interventions, and the level of coordination with regional
and international actors. In addition, the study addresses the legal
and political challenges that hinder the UN in confronting non-
traditional threats, and proposes future mechanisms to strengthen
its role in maritime security, whether through enhancing executive
capacities, expanding international cooperation, or fostering

coordination with regional and international coalitions.
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The findings revealed that the United Nations has provided
an international legal framework to support freedom of navigation,
contributed to condemning Houthi attacks, and established
diplomatic mechanisms to address the crisis. However, the
organization’s effectiveness on the ground remains limited due to
weak enforcement tools, divisions within the Security Council, and
the complexities of the Yemeni crisis intertwined with broader
regional and international conflicts.

The study emphasizes the need to reassess the UN’s
instruments in addressing non-traditional threats to maritime
security and to broaden coordination between UN bodies and
international coalitions, while also enhancing the maritime
capacities of coastal states to ensure more effective and
sustainable protection of strategic waterways. The results further
suggest that threats in the Bab al-Mandab Strait cannot be
effectively contained without developing the UN’s mechanisms,
strengthening its enforcement capacity, and expanding
international cooperation to safeguard the security and stability of
international maritime navigation.

Keywords United Nations — Maritime Security — Bab al-

Mandeb Strait — Houthis — International Law — Maritime

Navigation — Security Council
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