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The Role of School Journalism in Developing Media Skills
among Middle and Secondary School Students: An Applied Study

Abstract:

This study aims to present a proposed vision for activating the role of school
journalism in developing media skills among students in the light of the assumed
roles of specialists and supervisors in the educational and media-pedagogical
process. This contributes to building early media awareness and enhances students'
ability to practice journalistic and media work based on scientific foundations from
the early educational stages. The study has been based on a primary question: What
role can school journalism play in developing media skills among students? And
how can a proposed vision be built and developed to enhance and activate this
role? The study has relied on the media survey method and the descriptive-
analytical method since they are the most appropriate methodologies to the nature
of the subject, as they contribute to monitoring the current reality of school
journalism, analyzing its dimensions and roles, and identifying the challenges
facing its optimal activation within the educational environment. The study has
reached a number of results, the most prominent of which has been the clear
deficiency in activating the role of school journalism within many schools, in
addition to the limited benefit students receive from school journalism activities, in
terms of providing educational opportunities and the availability of sufficient
practical experiences, which have made the activity loses its educational and
pedagogical value, and have prevented it from being used as an effective learning
environment that contributes to developing students’ skills and enhancing their
media awareness. The results also have revealed that the majority of those in
charge of media activities within schools have shown significant benefits from the
training courses held during the academic year. This confirms the importance and
significance of enhancing the quality of these training programs by developing
their content, expanding the scope of their topics, and benefiting from the expertise
of specialists in the media field, which contributes to raising the efficiency of
teachers and supervisors, and improving the quality of journalistic activities within
the educational environment. The results have also shown that the specialists and
supervisors of school media activities face obvious challenges in organizing and
activating journalistic activity within the school environment in a systematic
manner that leads to achieving the desired educational and pedagogical goals as
efforts are often focused on the formal and organizational aspects of producing
media publications, neglecting the educational and professional dimensions that are
supposed to be the focus of these activities. It has been indicated that the media
content produced within the framework of school journalistic activity often lacks
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commitment to correct professional foundations and standards. This result reflects
the urgent need to adopt an integrated educational vision that enhances the
integration of journalistic activity into the educational process, as a training and
educational path that contributes to building media awareness among students
within the school. The results of the study have also highlighted that qualifying
those responsible for school media activities is an essential step towards improving
the quality of media outputs produced within schools, whether through school
newspapers, radio, or digital platforms. In light of these findings, the study has
presented a proposed vision for activating the role of school journalism in
developing media skills, based on specific educational and pedagogical objectives.
The vision has focused on developing a set of basic media skills, including
linguistic and writing skills, among others. It has also included a set of applied
mechanisms that encompass activating regular training programs for specialists and
supervisors, building partnerships with local media institutions to exchange
expertise and enhance professionalism, and updating school journalism tools, such
as integrating digital media and interactive publishing platforms. This will
contribute to making school journalism an integrated educational environment that
enhances students' awareness and media capabilities. The study has concluded with
a number of recommendations, most notably: the necessity of supporting school
journalism by educational administrations, providing training programs for
supervisors and students, and adopting educational policies that support the
integration of the media role within the educational process.

Keywords:

School journalism, developing media skills, school media and journalism activities,
media and journalistic education, Journalism and Media Preparation for Students.
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