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Research Summary
Suggested technical exercises derived from some of “Noseer
Shamma's” instrumental compositions for use in playing the

Qanun

For about three decades, Iraqi musical art has gone through one of
the most depleted phases in its long history. This was coupled with the
state’s increasing interest in supporting music in a way that had never
been seen before, through the establishment of institutes and the
introduction of some foreign experts. In the sixties in particular, a
promising and authentic renaissance emerged, created by the artists
themselves and without any support from the state. This renaissance was
embodied in the emergence of a nearly comprehensive renewal
movement, created by the combined efforts of an elite group of
composers. Different schools of musical composition emerged, feeling
their way towards development and using serious modern methods to
arrive at an innovative expression of advanced content, taking a sound
path towards renewal and optimal development. Iraq is rich in a long
history in the field of art and culture, and has produced a group of
pioneers in composing and playing the oud in the Arab world, for
example, but not limited to, “Munir Bashir - Jamil Bashir - Ghanem
Haddad”.

In the late twentieth century, one of the pioneers of composition
from the last generation “Noseer Shamma (1963)”, He is an Iraqi artist
and a prominent figure in Arabic music and a distinguished oud player.
He is distinguished by his musical activity as a player and composer who
combines Arabic and Western music. He also founded the (House of the
Arabic Oud) school in Egypt in 1999 and opened other branches in many
Arab countries. He has many different musical compositions, and he was
able to enter the twenty-first century with solid steps based on a
cumulative and qualitative achievement of solo musical composition. His
works are distinguished by containing many playing skills of an advanced
level in performance, which can be used in playing various musical
instruments, especially the Qanun.

Therefore, the researcher chose one of his musical compositions
(Tofola) and set the numbers for the Qanun instrument to determine the
performance methods and playing techniques that are compatible with the
capabilities of the instrument and its vocal range, while suggesting some
technical exercises derived from (research sample), through which
students of the instrument in similar colleges and institutes can benefit.
The research comprises two parts:

First, the Theoretical Part, which includes:
- Brief about of the musical piece.
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- Brief historical about of “Noseer Shamma (1963)”.

- Performance styles and instrumental techniques used in the research
sample.

Second, the Applied Part, which includes:

- A detailed instrumental analytical study of the musical piece (Tofola) by
“Noseer Shamma”.

- Instrumental analysis with hand numbering.

- Suggested technical exercises derived from the (research sample).

- Research results and reference list, followed by a research summary,
then list of supplements.
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