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Abstract

This research examines the concept of conscience in the thought of
Saint Bonaventure, where it occupies a pivotal place at the intersection of
reason, will, and divine illumination. For Bonaventure, conscience is not a
mere rational judgment or a restricted logical function; rather, it unfolds as a
profound spiritual experience that discloses the presence of God within the
human depths and directs the soul toward the supreme good. The study
begins by tracing the historical evolution of the concept, from its philosophical
and linguistic roots through its development in Christian thought, culminating
in its theological formulation in the Middle Ages. In this trajectory, conscience
is shown to move from a general moral meaning to a deeper spiritual

principle.
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The analysis demonstrates that Bonaventure conceives conscience as
an inner light and existential illumination that brings the human person into
direct communion with God—not in abstract speculation, but as a lived
existential reality. In contrast, the study compares his vision with that of
Thomas Aquinas, who linked conscience to practical reason and natural law.
This comparison highlights their divergence: Aquinas grounded conscience in
reason and law, whereas Bonaventure elevated it to a spiritual and existential
dimension transcending human thought. Nevertheless, Bonaventure
acknowledges the possibility of its deviation when detached from divine light,

underlining its continual dependence on higher guidance.

Thus, in Bonaventure’s view, conscience emerges as a deeply spiritual
and metaphysical experience, embodying the constant interplay between the
finite human and the infinite divine, and grounding morality in a living relation

to ultimate truth.
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The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, (2005). F.L. Cross & E.A.

Livingstone (eds.), Oxford University Press, p. 1612.
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Cross, F. L., & Livingstone, E. A. (Eds.).Op Cit.. p. 503

(1) Gilson, E. (1955). The Philosophy of St. Bonaventure. Paterson, NJ: St. Anthony

Guild Press, p. 281.
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(1) Bonaventure. (1963). "Breviloquium™ (J. de Vinck, Trans.). Paterson, NJ: St.
Anthony Guild Press, p. 119.

(2) Bonaventure. (1993). "The Journey of the Mind into God (Itinerarium Mentis in
Deum)" (P. Boehner, Trans.). Indianapolis: Hackett, p. 55.

(3) Bonaventure. (2005). "Commentary on the Sentences of Peter Lombard, Book I,
d.39, a.1, g.1" (Z. Hayes, Trans.), In "Disputed Questions on the Knowledge of
Christ". St. Bonaventure, NY: Franciscan Institute, p. 81.

(4) Bonaventure. (2006). "Collationes in Hexaémeron" (D. Monti, Trans.), In
"Writings on the Spiritual Life". St. Bonaventure, NY: Franciscan Institute, pp.
99-100.
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Hackett, pp. 62-63.
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Wakefield, G. S. (Ed.). (1983). The Westminster Dictionary of Christian Spirituality.
Westminster Press. p. 152.
(2) Bonaventure. (1999). "The Triple Way (De Triplicate Via)" (E. Cousins, Trans.),
in "Bonaventure: The Mystical Writings". New York: Crossroad, pp.73-74..
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Books. p. 520
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(1) Bonaventure. (1956). "The Soul’s Journey into God" (E. Cousins, Trans.). New
York: Paulist Press. P. 34
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Wakefield, G. S. (Ed.). Op. Cit.. p. 115
(2) Bonaventure. (2007). Commentary on the Sentences: Book Il — On the Trinity.
Translated by J. De Finance & A. Haywood. St. Bonaventure, NY: Franciscan
Institute Publications. pp. 248-249.
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(1) Bonaventure. (1979). Collations on the Six Days (J. de Vinck, Trans.). Paterson,
NJ: St. Anthony Guild Press.), p. 133.

(2) Bonaventure. (1978). "Breviloguium™ (J. De Vinck, Trans.). St. Bonaventure, NY:
Franciscan Institute Publications. P. 97.

(3) Lewis, C. T., & Short, C. (1879). Voluntas. In A Latin Dictionary. Oxford:
Clarendon, p. 1819.
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McKim, D. K. (1996). Op. Cit., p. 91

(4) Bonaventure. (1993). Op. Cit., p. 57.
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(1) Bonaventure. (2006). Disputed Questions on the Knowledge of Christ. Trans.
Zachary Hayes. The Franciscan Institute. pp. 121-122.

(2) Bonaventure. (2007). Breviloquium. Trans. Dominic Monti. The Franciscan
Institute. p. 89.

(3) Bonaventure. (1993). Op. Cit., p. 64.

(4) Bonaventure. (2007). Op. Cit., p. 91.
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Reese, W. L. (1996). Dictionary of Philosophy and Religion (2nd ed.). Humanity
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(2) Bonaventure. (1990). Disputed Questions on the Knowledge of Christ (Z. Hayes,
Trans.). Franciscan Institute. p. 37.
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(1) Bonaventure. (2000). The Reduction of the Arts to Theology (Z. Hayes, Trans.).
Franciscan Institute. p. 45.

(2) Bonaventure. (1993). The Journey of the Mind into God (P. Boehner, Trans.).
Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing.P p. 83-84.

(3) Bonaventure. (1979). Op. Cit., p. 120.
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