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The Inquiry among the Usiliyyiin: An Applied Usiiliyyah
Study
Majdi Muhammad ‘Abd al-Rahman Manstir.
Usil al-Figh, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Girls in
Alexandria, Al-Azhar University. Egypt.
Email: magdymansour.e120@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
This research aims to elucidate an important issue from the issues
of the science of usiil al-figh, which is the taharr1 (inquiry).
And taharri in language means: seeking, intention, pursuit and
search, seeking what is preferable and more rightful.
And in terminology: it is verification in ijtihad (juridical reasoning)
for seeking the truth and guidance, when reaching the reality of the
intended and desired becomes difficult.
The importance of taharri is great in the Shari‘ah, as God Almighty
Hgs commanded it and His Messenger, peace and blessings be upon
im.
And taharrT has four pillars: the inquirer, the inquired about, the
inquired in, and the means of inquiry.
The causes of taharri are numerous, including: ambiguity,
confusion, doubt, forgetfulness, ignorance, necessity, and loss of
evidence.
Acting upon taharrT is legislated and permissible under conditions,
and it is evidence that leads to the edge of knowledge, even if it
does not lead to what establishes the reality of knowledge, and it is
a limited proof binding on its holder without extending to others;
because what resembles to him may have a ruling to others, and
because he may err in it or fall short in the methods and tools that
lead to it, and taharrT occurs only in everything permissible due to
necessity.
And taharrT requires conditions that must be fulfilled for it to be
acted upon, including: that the inquirer be legally accountable, loss
of evidence, and that there be a necessity for it, and taharri is
invalidated by the absence of one of its conditions.
The ustliyytin (ustl scholars) have employed taharri in many
issues, including: inquiry in searching for a specifier for the general
before acting upon it, inquiry when narrating hadith by meaning,
inquiry when adducing Shar1 evidence, inquiry in ijtihad, and
inquiry in the objectives of the Shari‘ah.
And among the most ustiliyyah discussions in which taharri is
obligatory is ifta’ (fatwa-giving); because it is a serious position
involving conveying on behalf of God Almighty and His
Messenger, peace and blessings be upon him.
Keywords: Taharri, Importance, Causes, Usiliyyun, Ifta’.
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50. Sharh al-Kawkab al-Munir, by Abu al-Baqa’
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn ‘Al
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and D. Ibrahim al-Samarra’i, published by Dar wa-
Maktabat al-Hilal.

58. Al-Fatawa al-Hindiyyah fi Madhhab al-Imam al-
Azam Abi Hanifah al-Numan, by al-Shaykh
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Dar Ibn al-Jawzi, al-Su‘idiyyah, 2nd ed., 1421 H.
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Tunist (d. 1393 H), published by al-Dar al-
Tunisiyyah li-I-Nashr, Tunis, 1984 H.

99. Nazariyyat al-Magasid ind al-Shatibz, by D. Ahmad

100.

101.

al-Raysiini, published by al-Ma‘had al-‘Alami li-I-
Fikr al-Islami, 1995.

Nihayat al-Muhtaj ila Sharh al-Minhaj, by Shams
al-Din Muhammad ibn Abi al-‘Abbas Ibn Shihab al-
Din al-Ramli, published by Dar al-Fikr li-I-Tiba‘ah,
Beirut, 1404 H-1984.

Nil al-Maram min Tafsir Ayat al-Ahkam, by
Muhammad Siddiq Khan, ed. by Muhammad Hasan
Isma‘Tl and Ahmad Farid al-Mazidi, published by
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