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Semi-ology of Press Photography of the Russian-Ukrainian
War in the Online Editions of International Newspapers

Abstract:

this study sought to examine and analyze the semi-ology of photojournalism in the
coverage of the Russian-Ukrainian war across four global online news websites
that constitute the study sample: The Moscow Times (Russia), The New York Post
(USA), China Daily (China), and Asharq Al-Awsat (Saudi Arabia), The primary
objectives Were to identify the central themes of war-related images, the key actors
depicted, the communicative functions of the images, as well as to uncover implicit
dimensions, symbols, and connotations, thereby revealing the hidden messages
embedded within the visual coverage of the war, a coding sheet for both form and
content, which was applied to the selected images published on the four online
news’ websites during the study periods: from February 24 to April 24, 2022 (the
outbreak of the war), and from February 24 to April 24, 2023 (a phase of escalation
marking the second year of the conflict), Out of a total of 635 analyzed images,
fourteen were chosen for in-depth semiotic analysis using Roland Barthes’
approach to visual semi-ology, This research belonged to the field of descriptive
studies and applies media survey methods, both descriptive and analytical, in
addition to a comparative approach that contrasts how the four international online
news utilize images to frame the Russian-Ukrainian war, The findings revealed that
The Moscow Times adopted a relatively independent visual stance within the
Russian media landscape, emphasizing domestic opposition and Russian military
losses, Conversely, The New York Post relied on a visual discourse designed to
provoke both domestic and global public opinion, generating sympathy and
political as well as humanitarian support for Ukraine by highlighting the brutality
of Russian aggression and the suffering of Ukrainian civilians and refugees.
Meanwhile, China Daily projected an ostensibly neutral visual discourse in terms
of composition, though politically charged in its content and captions, particularly
by emphasizing human suffering while attributing blame to the United States and
criticizing Western interventions. Finally, Asharq Al-Awsat pursued a calm and
analytical visual discourse, aiming to deliver a balanced photojournalistic coverage
that avoided overt alignment with either side of the conflict.

Keywords:

Photo semiology, Russian, Ukrainian war, Online news websites.
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