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Ghayat al-Ma‘una bi Bayan al-Qira’a al-Masnuna
by Hasan al-‘Ajimi (1113 AH) A Study and Critical Edition

Abdul Aziz bin Saeed bin Malhe Al-Shahrani.

Department of Islamic Sharia, Faculty of Dar Al-Ulum, Cairo
University, Egypt.

Email: abn.malhe@gmail.com

Abstract:

This study presents the critical edition and scholarly analysis of a rare
Hanafi juristic manuscript entitled Ghayat al-Mu'tna fi Bayan al-
Qira’a al-Masniina, authored by the eminent Meccan scholar Hasan
ibn ‘Al1 al-‘Ajim1 (d. 1113 AH), one of the foremost jurists of 17th-
century Hijaz, renowned for his mastery of jurisprudence and hadith.
The research aims to revive this hitherto unedited work and publish it
according to rigorous academic standards, thereby enriching Hanafi
legal literature and highlighting the methodological precision of later
jurists in articulating legal issues. The edition is based on the sole
extant manuscript preserved at Princeton University Library (MS
940H), meticulously verified through source citation, textual
emendation, documentation of references, and clarification of
terminology, places, and biographical notes. The study comprises an
introduction and two chapters: the first introduces the author, his
scholarly status, methodology, and works, alongside a codicological
description of the manuscript; the second contains the edited text with
critical commentary. The manuscript elaborates on the rules of the
sunna recitation in obligatory prayers, affirming that recitation from
the Mufassal chapters is a recommended practice in all prayers, with
specific lengths designated for each prayer: long chapters in Fajr,
medium in ‘Asr and ‘Isha’, short in Maghrib, and short chapters for
travelers. Al-*Ajimi further notes that this practice applies equally to
imams and individuals, and that substituting shorter surahs when
longer ones are not memorized fulfills the sunna without censure. The
critical edition reveals al-'Ajimi’s depth as a jurist, combining figh,
ustl, and linguistic precision, with comparative engagement across
schools of law while maintaining a distinctly Hanafi orientation
grounded in authorities such as al-Qahistani and Ibn Amir Haj. The
research underscores the scholarly value of this manuscript and
recommends further study and editing of al-*Ajimi’s works, as well as
greater attention to Hanafi legal manuscripts for their methodological
rigor and rich contribution to understanding the evolution of Islamic
jurisprudence.

Keywords: Ghayat al-Mu‘tina, Hasan al-‘Ajimi, Recommended
recitation, Hanafi jurisprudence, Manuscript studies
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775 AH), Mir Muhammad Kutub Khana, Karachi.

28- Al-Jawhara al-Nayyira ‘ala Mukhtasar al-Quduri,
by Abu Bakr ibn ‘Ali ibn Muhammad al-Haddadi al-
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50- Tabagat al-Fugqaha’, by Abu Ishaq Ibrahim ibn ‘Ali
al-Shirazi, edited by lhsan Abbas, Dar al-Ra’id al-
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56- Fath al-Qadir, by Kamal ad-Din Muhammad ibn
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(d. 861 AH), Dar al-Fikr.

57- Al-Fihrist, by Abu al-Faraj Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn
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58- Al-Fawa’id al-Bahiyya fi Tarajim al-Hanafiyya, by
Muhammad ‘Abd al-Hayy ibn al-Hafiz Muhammad
‘Abd al-Halim al-Lakhnawi al-Ansari al-Ayyubi, Dar
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Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya), 1941 AD.
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ad-Din ‘Abd ar-Rahim ibn al-Husayn ibn ‘Abd ar-
Rahman ibn Abi Bakr ibn Ibrahim al-‘Iraqi (d. 806
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