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Abstract: This paper aims to develop a management plan for the Pottery collections
stored in the Pottery storage in the Ras Al Khaimah National Museum at Ras Al
Khaimah, United Arab Emirates. The study assesses the current condition of the store,
identifying its shortcomings and evaluating the state of the ceramic collections, which
are affected by several deterioration factors, most notably the lack of an appropriate
preservation environment. These issues have led to damage to the objects, compounded
by the absence of proper documentation and regular condition monitoring or preventive
conservation measures. The proposed action plan includes restoring the store in
accordance with standards for historic building conservation. It also involves the
documentation and conservation of ceramic objects and making them accessible to both
the public and researchers. This will be achieved by rehabilitating the store and opening
it for visits. The plan also aims to activate the museum’s role in preserving and
presenting the cultural heritage of the state by connecting tangible heritage represented
by the ceramic collections with intangible heritage represented by the traditional craft of
pottery-making and presenting both to the public.

The paper also highlights the significance of museum collection stores as vital
sources that supply the museum with objects required for various museum and
educational activities, particularly for both temporary and permanent exhibitions. The
importance of utilizing museum stores becomes even more critical in the context of
historical house museums, such as the Ras Al Khaimah National Museum, where
available space for museum activities is limited.

Keywords: Ras Al Khaimah National Museum; museum storage; museum collection;
tangible and intangible heritage.
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