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The Validity of the Concept of Contradiction (Mafhum Al-
Mukhalafah) between Its Proponents and Opponents and Its
Impact on the Interpretation of Verses addressing Legal
Judgements
A Theoretical and Applied Study
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Abstract:

The indication of words for meanings constitutes the
backbone of interpreting the revealed texts, deriving legal
principles and rulings from them, and extracting issues along
with clarifying their understanding and applications. This
study investigates one of the modes of indication over which
scholars have disagreed in terms of its probative value,
namely, Mafhum Al-Mukhalafah (the concept of contradiction
between the apparent and deduced meaning). The research
examines whether this mode of indication is authoritative
according to the scholars, or whether it is among the forms of
reasoning deemed inadmissible. It further explores whether
its application is conditional or unconditional, what its
categories are, and whether scholarly disagreement over it
has influenced exegetes in their understanding of Quranic
legal texts.

The main findings of the study highlight that differences
in juristic branches are a necessity dictated by the nature of
religion, the expansiveness of language, and the realities of
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human beings, the cosmos, and life itself. Such differences
are, in fact, a mercy for the community and a source of
facilitation. Moreover, disagreement in both branches and
fundamentals produces a rich legislative heritage whose
diversity varies from one school to another and whose
approaches are multifaceted, resulting in treasures that can
only be appreciated by scholars and researchers. The
theologians (mutakallimun) acknowledged the probative
force of Mafhum Al-Mukhalafah and employed it, whereas
the Hanafis did not recognize it, regarding it instead as a
flawed method of reasoning. According to the majority of
scholars, however, when a revealed text is restricted by a
description, condition, number, or limit, such restrictions
must be observed, and their implied meaning constitutes
valid evidence for deriving juristic rulings from the sacred
texts.

Keywords: Authority, Mafhum Al-Mukhalafah,
Proponents, Opponents, Verses addressing Legal Judgements
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