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Abstract

The primary objective of the study is to reveal how Israeli
newspapers addressed the 2023 war on Gaza in their cartoons.This
study employs semiological analysis of the cartoons presented by
these newspaper artists, through analyzing recurring themes, the
semiological significance of Israeli figures, Hamas figures, and
international figures, and the visual metaphors, binary oppositions,
and myths in these cartoons.

The study relied on a sample of 113 cartoons from the
websites of Haaretz and Maariv between October 7, 2023, and
January 19, 2025, marking the prisoner exchange deal between the
two sides.

The results of the study concluded that the most frequently
appearing themes in the two newspapers' cartoons were criticism
of the Netanyahu government's handling of the war with Hamas in
Gaza.The most frequently appearing Israeli character in the two
newspapers' cartoons was Benjamin Netanyahu, who appeared in
Haaretz with a semiotic symbol expressing fear and panic, failure
to manage the war, and a love of the stage.In Maariv, he appeared
with a semiotic symbol expressing servility and flattery, failure to
rescue the hostages, claims of courage, and self-sacrifice.

The most frequently depicted Hamas figure in the cartoons
was leader Yahya Sinwar.In Haaretz, he was portrayed with
semiotic symbols suggesting military cunning, an ability to evade
Israeli forces, infiltration and penetration into the Gaza Strip, as
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well as stubbornness and obstinacy in negotiations.In Maariv, he
was represented with symbols connoting evil, brutality, bloodshed,
and a chameleon-like capacity for deceit
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