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Abstract:

This study examines Abdelatif Ould Abdullah’s novel. The Eye of Hammurabi through a postcolonial lens,
aiming to explore how contemporary Algerian fiction represents the agency of marginalized voices. The
central question is: how does the subaltern character shift from the role of a passive dependent to that of
an active producer of meaning? To answer this, the research applies a descriptive—analytical method that
links narrative structure and discourse with their historical, social, and cultural contexts. It draws on the
contributions of Edward Said, Gayatri Spivak, Homi Bhabha, Benita Parry, Ania Loomba, and Fernando

Coronil to deconstruct hegemonic discourse and highlight resistance.

The findings show that the novel transcends the portrayal of the marginalized as victims, creating a
negotiative space where diverse forms of resistance emerge: direct resistance through violent
confrontation, silent everyday resistance through disrupting authority’s routines, and symbolic—cultural
resistance based on reclaiming memory and subverting the image of the European “other” through irony
and satire. The narrative also illustrates a shift in colonial practices from external military domination to
internal economic mechanisms that commodify heritage and memory, a transformation countered by

reasserting narrative as an instrument of agency.

Wahid Hamras exemplifies this transformation by re-appropriating the very tools of colonialism—
education, memoir writing, and language—as strategies of resistance that turn the margin into a
productive, epistemic space. The study concludes that the novel offers a model of subaltern agency
through polyphony, interwoven structures, and the recovery of marginalized voices, opening new

pathways for comparative research in Maghrebi literature and postcolonial studies.

Key words: Eye of Hammurabi; marginalized agency; postcolonialism; narrative.
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