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Abstract:

Since the January Revolution, the Egyptian Journalists’
Syndicate has represented an influential platform for political
mobilization and a symbol of the defense of freedom of expression.
However, its role has remained contested: some regard it as an
independent actor safeguarding the profession and freedoms, while
others view it as being influenced by polarization and political
shifts.

The problem study arises from this debate, focusing on the
question: How has the Journalists’ Syndicate contributed to
political mobilization in Egypt since 2011, and what are
journalists’ perceptions of this role? The significance of the study
lies in its attempt to understand the Syndicate’s position within
transitional contexts and to highlight the perspectives of journalists
themselves, as the key actors shaping its policies and stances.

Methodologically, the study employs a combination of
theoretical and applied tools: role theory is used to analyze the
Syndicate’s representative and political functions, while systems
analysis is applied to explain its interactive relationship with the
political system. In addition, a case study of the Egyptian
Journalists’ Syndicate was conducted, supported by a field survey
designed to measure journalists’ attitudes.
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The field results revealed that journalists perceive the
Syndicate as a historical bastion of freedoms and a national
political actor, emphasizing that its peak role was during the period
(2011-2015), followed by a noticeable decline. This decline was
attributed to a mix of external factors—such as political and
legislative pressures and a restrictive climate for freedoms—and
internal factors, including weak financial independence, internal
divisions, and fear of sanctions.

The study concludes that the Journalists’ Syndicate
continues to enjoy a solid democratic legitimacy grounded in the
trust of its general assembly. Its future, however, depends on its
ability to renew its legal and organizational frameworks and to
strengthen its financial and institutional independence, thereby
enabling it to reclaim its historic role as a national platform for
defending press freedom and the public sphere.

Keywords:

Journalists’ Syndicate — Political Mobilization — Egyptian
Press — Political Media — Journalists’ Attitudes
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