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Unfamiliar Words in the Holy Quran:

Between Ambiguity and Clarity

Duaa Afifi Abd Ar-Rauf Afifi

Instructor in the Department of Exegesis and Quranic
Sciences - College of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Girls -
Cairo - Al-Azhar University

Email: DoaaAfifi.el20@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This research aims to explore the reasons for the
presence of unfamiliar words in the Holy Quran and the
significant impact and importance of this field. It also seeks to
clarify that the terms designated as ‘unfamiliar’ are, in fact,
authentic Arabic words; thus, it affirms that these words
being odd or unusual to reader is a relative matter. One of the
objectives is to present strong evidence that confirms the
divine nature of the Quran and the truthfulness of the
Prophet (peace be upon him) in his messages about his Lord.
The study relies on descriptive, analytical, and inductive
methodologies. The research is structured into an
introduction, a prelude, three main sections, and a conclusion
that includes the most important findings and
recommendations. Several findings are obtained such as the
fact that the Quranic terms labeled as unfamiliar are among
the most eloquent words in their appropriate context and are
highly precise in conveying the intended meaning. These
words play a significant role in highlighting the rhetorical
treasures and miraculous aspects present in the Quran. The
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term "unfamiliar words in the Quran" does not refer to
obscure or rejected terms, but rather to words whose
meanings may not be equally understood by specialists and
non-specialists. The presence of these words in the Quran can
be attributed to reasons related to the language, the
geographical context, and the refutation of accusations
directed to the Quran. Explaining these words relies on
various domains of knowledge, including linguistics, Arab
poetry, and context.

Keywords: Unfamiliar Words in the Quran, Ambiguity,
Clarity , Impact, Knowledge.
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