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Public Relations Use of Digital Press Releases: An
Applied Analytical Study of Saudi Companies in the
Food and Beverage Sector

Dr. Essa Saleh Alkathiri*
Abstract

With the advent of digital public relations, this study aimed to shed
light on the nature of Saudi companies' use of digital press releases as
a public relations tool. It also explores the objectives of these press
releases, their editing methods, and their main themes.

The study employed a survey method, analyzing the content of 240
press releases over three years from 2022 to 2025. The study
employed a content analysis tool to identify the primary
characteristics and content dimensions of these press releases.

the results indicate that the three companies tend to rely significantly
on these press releases as a public relations tool to achieve several
objectives, most notably building trust in the products and services
provided, supporting a positive corporate image, maintaining
relationships with investors, and emphasizing the efficiency of
management and the soundness of its decisions.

The study results also revealed that these press releases employ
several writing strategies that reflect the editors' objectives and are
consistent with the overall objectives of each company. The
"Information strategy" came in first place, followed by the " image
strategy" in second place, and the "arguments and evidence strategy"
in third place.

Keywords: press releases, digital public relations, corporate news
coverage.

* Associate Professor of Mass Communication and Public Relations Department of
Public Relations College of Communication and Media King Abdulaziz University
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