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Privacy from the Perspective of the Prophetic Sunnah in
Light of the Challenges of the Digital Age
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Abstract:

This research aims to clarify the concept of privacy as an
ethical value from the perspective of the Prophetic Sunnah
and to highlight its status within the Islamic moral and social
framework. It also analyzes how Islamic law addresses
contemporary challenges posed by the digital age—
particularly the widespread use of social media and the
resulting multiple violations of individual privacy. The study
adopts three main methodologies: The descriptive-analytical
method, which involves collecting relevant Quranic and
Prophetic texts, analyzing them in light of the objectives of
Islamic law (Maqasid Ash-Sharia). The applied method, which
relates these texts with the current digital reality, identifying
practical areas for applying privacy-related values. The critical
method, which includes verifying the authenticity of
Prophetic narrations and evaluating their strength according
to the principles of Hadith science. Key findings of the
research include: The Prophetic Sunnah places significant
emphasis on privacy and links it directly to major objectives of
Sharia, particularly the preservation of one’s reputation from
any shameful attributions ( Hifz Al-Arad) and protection of
one’s right in a sound life (Hifz An-Nafs). Prophetic teachings
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laid down effective preventive measures prior to any
preceding modern legal frameworks such as the prohibition of
spying, the legislation of seeking permission, and restraining
one’s gaze. The digital environment has revealed new
challenges that necessitate renewing religious and
educational discourse to address these developments. A
comparison between the Prophetic system and modern laws
shows the superiority of the Sunnah in combining
comprehensiveness, prevention, and moral guidance. The
study concludes with several educational and behavioral
recommendations that aim at enhancing individuals’
awareness of privacy protection in light of the Prophetic
model.

Keywords: Privacy — Prophetic Sunnah — Digital Age —
Social Media — Ethical Values
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