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Abstract: 

This study examines the theological contributions of the 
vizier Lisan Ad-Din Ibn Al-Khatib (d. 776 AH) in articulating 
his arguments for the existence of Allah and His attributes, as 
presented in his work Rawdat At-Taarif bi Al-Ḥ ibb Ash-
Sharif. The research highlights the integrative character of his 
methods of reasoning: the innate argument (the primordial 
recognition of the Creator embedded within human nature), the 
rational argument (such as the proof from the origination of 
the world and the principle of causality), and the cosmic 
argument (contemplation of the signs within the self and the 
horizons). Ibn Al-Khatib demonstrates remarkable skill in 
employing these approaches in a manner that engages diverse 
audiences, while affirming that true knowledge of Allah can 
only be attained in its fullness through the light of prophecy. In 
discussing the divine attributes, Ibn Al-Khatib adhered to the 
Ashari methodology, affirming God’s transcendence beyond 
corporeality, spatial direction, indwelling, and union. He 
affirmed the affirmative attributes - power, knowledge, life, 
will, hearing, sight, and speech - through concise reasoning, 
often relying on a single rational or textual proof. His 
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originality emerges in the balance he achieved between 
philosophical critique and systematic assimilation. He 
discussed the  tale of Ḥayy ibn Yaqẓ an yet countered it by 
emphasizing the indispensability of revelation, while also 
advancing cosmic as a persuasive technique that is in harmony 
with the Quranic proofs. What distinguishes his approach is 
the brevity and precision with which he addressed intricate 
theological issues without compromising the rigor of 
argumentation. His synthesis of reason, revelation, and innate 
disposition exemplifies a distinctly Andalusian mode of 
theological reasoning, illuminating the constructive interplay 
between philosophy, theology, and Sufism within his 
intellectual legacy. 

Keywords: Lisan Ad-Din Ibn Al-Khatib - Rawdat At-
Taarif - Existence of God- Divine Attributes- Innate 
Argument- Rational Argument- Cosmic Argument- Asharism- 
Andalusian Theology- Transcendence (Tanzih)- Rejection of 
Corporeality and Spatial Direction; Indwelling and Union. 
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