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Abstract:

This study analyzes the media frames employed in Arab and
international newspaper websites in covering the Israeli war on
Gaza following the October 7, 2023 attack. Grounded in framing
theory, it adopts a mixed-methods design that combines
quantitative content analysis and computational analysis to detect
coverage biases and their role in shaping Arab and international
public opinion.

A sample of 1,843 news items was collected from A/-Masry
Al-Youm (Egypt), Al-Ittihad (UAE), The Guardian (UK), and The
Washington Post (USA) between July and December 2024. The
findings indicate the dominance of the conflict and humanitarian
frames across the four outlets, yet with significant variations in
bias. Coverage was strongly aligned with the official agendas and
foreign policy orientations of the respective countries. A/-Masry
Al-Youm leaned toward the Palestinian cause while maintaining a
critical tone toward Hamas. Al-Ittihad prioritized the humanitarian
crisis and mediation efforts, overlooking Israeli violations. In
contrast, The Guardian and The Washington Post reinforced
narratives of Israeli security and self-defense, showed selective
sympathy toward humanitarian suffering, but largely neglected the
U.S. and European support for Israel and the International Criminal
Court’s genocide ruling.

Keywords:

Gaza War — Media Framing — Automated Framing Analysis — Arab and
International Newspaper Websites
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