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Abstract: 

The ambiguity surrounding the meanings of some 

Quranic words, especially in the absence of definitive 

evidence, opened the door for rational reasoning and led many 

groups, both past and present, to adopt interpretative 

approaches based on opinion or speculation (interpretation by 

opinion). This resulted in the emergence of various trends in 

Quranic  interpretation, each differing in how they understood 

Quranic  vocabulary. This research aims to explore the 

interpretive methodology of the Mutazilites, the pioneers of 

rationalist Quranic exegesis, with a focus on how they 

approached the meanings of Quranic  words. Their approach 

relied heavily on linguistic principles and theological 

foundations, which they used to analyze, understand, and 

deduce meanings. The study examines the linguistic paths they 

adopted in interpreting Quranic  lexemes. The research adopts 

a descriptive methodology to reveal the linguistic richness of 

Mutazilite interpretative discourse. One of its key findings is 

that language, in Mutazilite  interpretation, served as a 

primary foundation closely tied to reason. It provided a safe 
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and structured reference point for interpretation, acting as a 

legitimate and reliable tool for understanding Quranic  

meanings. Classical linguistic frameworks were central to 

most Mutazilite  interpretations, giving their discourse a sense 

of legitimacy, at least linguistically. The study concludes by 

emphasizing the need for caution when engaging with 

interpretations influenced by specific theological agendas. 

Misguided interpretation, when detached from sound 

methodological principles, can lead to dangerous outcomes. 

The Mutazilites, particularly in theological matters, often 

prioritized rationalism over transmitted tradition (naql), 

allowing ideological biases to dominate and giving language a 

pivotal role in promoting their doctrinal perspectives by 

attributing linguistic legitimacy to their interpretations. 

Keywords: Quranic  Lexeme, Interpretive Methodology, 

Mutazilite  Interpretation, Rational Exegesis, Linguistic 

Exegesis. 
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