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Linguisitc Narrations of Basrah Scholars in Tahthib Al-
Lugha by Al-Azhari (d. 370 AH)
Chapters on the Letters Ha and Ra: An Analytical
Study

Shaimaa Abd Al-Hamid Ahmed Zain Ad-Din

Department of Fundamentals of Linguistics, Faculty of Islamic
and Arabic Studies for Girls in Cairo, Al-Azhar University,
Arab Republic of Egypt.

E-mail: ShaymaaZeaneldine2804.el@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:;

This research aims to demonstrate the impact of the
narrations of the scholars of Basrah in Tahthib Al-Lugha
dictionary by Al-Azhari through a linguistic study of these
narrations. The narrations of the scholars of Basrah in Tahthib
Al-Lugha include their explanations of vocabulary, linguistic
citations, mention of dialectal differences, and highlighting
various phenomena such as substitution, hamzah and
facilitation, gender distinctions, and shortening and
lengthening. In this research, a descriptive method was
followed, utilizing tools such as induction, statistics, and
analysis. | conducted an examination of the section specified
for the investigation in the dictionary under the current study,
compiled the narrations of the scholars of Basrah in this
section, then classified and analyzed them linguistically,
indicating the role of Basrah grammarians in documenting the
Arabic language and assessing how much Al-Azhari relied on
these scholars in his dictionary.

The findings of this research confirm the role of the
scholars of Basrah in documenting both the Modern Standard
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Arabic and the Arabic dialects, which represent the essence of
the language. It also illustrates the extent of Al-Azhari's
reliance on their narrations, as he cited the opinions of many
Basrah scholars in his dictionary. The Holy Quran and the
Prophetic Hadith remain the primary sources from which the
language derives its vocabulary, explanations, and examples,
alongside the literature of the Arabs in poetry and prose. The
study shows how these narrations provided a comprehensive
explanation of vocabulary, highlighting their various meanings
and multiple uses. The narrations of Al-Layth are among the
most frequently cited in Tahthib Al-Lugha, with almost every
example featuring a statement from him. Among the most
common linguistic phenomena in the narrations of the Basrah
scholars—within the specified study section—are the
substitution of consonants and vowels, the alternation between
conjugations, and issues of gender.

Keywords: Narratives, Linguistic, Scholars of Basrah,
Tahthib Al-Lugha , Al-Azhari.
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