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Linguistic Narrations of the Scholars of Basrah in Tahthib Al-
Lughah by Al-Azhari (d. 370 AH): An Analytical Study of
the Chapters on the Letters Ha and Zay

Zahraa Muhammad Said Shanan

Department of Fundamentals of Linguistics, Faculty of
Islamic and Arabic Studies for Girls in Cairo, Al-Azhar
University, Arab Republic of Egypt.

Email: zahraamuhamad.32@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This research examines and analyzes the audio narrations
of the scholars of Basrah found in Tahthib Al-Lughah by Abu
Mansour Al-Azhari (d. 370 AH), focusing specifically on the
chapters concerning Ha and Zay, emphasizing phonetic and
morphological aspects. The aim of the research is to uncover
the methodology of the Basrah scholars in addressing
linguistic phenomena by tracking the phonetic and
morphological narrations attributed to them by Al-Azhari. The
study seeks to highlight the scientific value of phonetic and
morphological studies among the Basrah scholars and to
demonstrate the methodological precision that characterized
their analyses, as well as the implications of this on the
organization of lexicon in Al-Azhari’s work.

The research employed a descriptive and analytical
methodology, whereby the narrations were collected and
classified according to phonetic and morphological
phenomena, followed by an analysis while considering the
linguistic context in which they appeared. Among the key
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findings of the research are: The book Tahthib Al-Lughah
serves as an important linguistic repository for preserving the
audio narrations of the Basrah scholars, as Al-Azhari
transmitted accurate accounts connected to various linguistic
phenomena. The narrations from the Basran scholars were
characterized by precise listening, scrutiny in evaluating the
narration, and attention to phonetic differences among dialects,
which Al-Azhari adopted and documented in his dictionary.
The phenomenon of phonetic substitution—both in consonants
and vowels—was a prominent focus of the study, showcasing
the Basran scholars’ keen awareness of this phenomenon,
affirming what was reliably narrated. The morphological study
revealed the Basran scholars’ interest in morphological
analogies to regulate forms, a methodology that Al-Azhari
adhered to meticulously by documenting accepted
morphological forms and excluding unreliable ones, while also
expanding the scope of evidence.

Keywords: Narrations, Basrah School, Tahthib Al-
Lughah
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