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Fantasy of Symbolism in the Story of ""At-Tawabea wa Az-
Zawabea' by Ibn Shuhayd: An Analytical Study of
Structure and Meaning

Mohamed Ahmed Abd Ar-Rahman Suleiman.

Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of
Islamic and Arabic Studies for Boys

Al-Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt.
Email: MohamedSuleiman521.el@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This research aims to highlight the artistic values and
aesthetic traits found in ancient Arabic literature, particularly
in artistic prose from Al-Andalus. It employs the literary genre
of fantasy, namely magical and bizarre literature, which has
become common in contemporary critical studies. The study
focuses on the story of "At-Tawabea wa Az-Zawabea" by Abu
Amir lbn Shuhayd, aiming to reveal the symbolic fantastical
elements in its dialogue, events, and characters. The research
utilizes a hermeneutic approach, particularly in producing
literary meanings from the fantastical texts within the story,
in addition to structural and deconstructive methods. This is
achieved by analyzing selected examples, deconstructing, and
analyzing them to highlight symbolism and implication. The
research concluded with several findings, the most important
of which is that Ibn Shuhayd, through his artistic and literary
taste, managed to allude to those who criticized him in his
society among writers and authors. This allusion was
presented intensely using symbolism and implication,
avoiding explicit statements. Additionally, the fantastical
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setting in Ibn Shuhayd's story had a clear symbolic
significance, as he used it as a means to escape from an
oppressive reality into an imaginative space where he could
assert his identity and elevate his status above his
contemporaneous poets and obtain his approval from
esteemed poets and writers.

Keywords: Fantasy, Ibn Shuhayd, Symbolism, Tawabea,
Zawabea
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