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Spelling Error Paiterns Deference’s Beiween General
Education Students and Students with Learning Disabilities

Abdulaziz Alshehri & Prof. Samer Alhassani

Abstract

The present study sought to uncover the variations in spelling error
patterns among general education students and those with learning
difficulties in general education schools that offer learning difficulties
programs in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The study objectives were
achieved through a descriptive survey approach. The research took place
with a sample of fourth-grade primary school students, including (100)
general education students and (34) students facing learning difficulties in
the city of Jeddah. A spelling test was created, featuring (25) spelling
phenomena, to gather information as a research tool. The findings indicated
that the prevalent types of spelling mistakes among general education
students are the middle hamza first, then the extreme hamza, and lastly, the
hamzat al-gata’. Among students experiencing learning challenges, the most
frequent mistake is omitting one or more letters from words, succeeded by
errors with the middle hamza, and then writing incorrectly the hamzat al-
gata'. The findings of the study indicated that there were variations in the
spelling error patterns among general education students compared to
students with learning difficulties, revealing (9) linguistic phenomena that
benefited students with learning difficulties and (4) linguistic phenomena
that benefited general education students, while (12) linguistic phenomena
showed no statistically significant differences. In accordance with the study's
findings and aligned with Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030, the research suggests
several recommendations, the key ones being: revising the curricula for
reading and writing instruction, and enhancing techniques for the early
identification and detection of writing mistakes.

Keyword: Learning Disabilities, Dysgraphia, Spelling Errors.
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