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Abstract:

Information and communication technology (ICT), particularly the use
of computers, has become an integral part of education worldwide,
including in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. While policy initiatives
emphasize the integration of ICT, questions remain regarding its actual
impact on students’ learning outcomes. This study examined the
perceptions of ninth-grade female students in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia,
concerning the role of computers in their academic achievement. A
guantitative survey was conducted with 324 students, of whom 312
returned valid responses (96.3%). Data were collected using a
structured questionnaire comprising nineteen items on a Likert scale
and analyzed through descriptive statistics. The results revealed highly
positive perceptions of computer use. Students reported that computers
enhanced their motivation, facilitated rapid information retrieval,
improved understanding of scientific subjects, and supported high
achievement in English, mathematics, and science. They also endorsed
increased integration of computers into teaching and curriculum
delivery. The study concluded that students perceive computer use as
beneficial for their academic achievement and support its broader
implementation in schools. However, the research design focused
solely on positive contributions, without considering potential negative
effects such as distraction or reduced interpersonal interaction. Future
studies are recommended to include a wider variety of schools, male
students, and a balanced exploration of both the positive and negative
dimensions of computer use in education.

Keywords: Computers, Academic Achievement, Ninth-Grade Female Students.
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