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Abstract:

The significance of this study lies in its exposition of the
juristic preference (ikhtiyar fight) approach adopted by Imam al-
Salimi, highlighting the foundations and criteria on which it rests
as reflected in his various works. It aims to elucidate his
methodology in juristic selection by clarifying the concept of
juristic preference, its terminology, and its governing principles.
Methodologically, the researchers primarily employed an
analytical approach to deduce the foundational bases and
controlling principles underpinning al-Salim1’s method of juristic
selection, using several tools, among them the chronological
framework of his writings. The study concludes that Imam al-
Salim1’s juristic preference was grounded in ethical principles,
such as ensuring that motives for preference are free from
personal inclinations, honoring the ijtihad (independent
reasoning) of other scholars, rejecting fanaticism in juristic
choice, and substantiating his own preferred rulings with
evidence. It further stresses that identifying his juristic
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preferences requires distinguishing between his earlier and later
works and recognizing the specific expressions he employed to
signal his preferred views, given the diversity of terms used to
denote his legal choices.

Keywords: juristic preference, Islamic jurisprudence, Imam al-
Salimi, methodology.
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