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The Value System Prevalent among Higher Education

Students in the Sultanate of Oman considering Selected
Variables
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Abstract:

The study aimed to investigate the value system prevalent
among higher education students in the Sultanate of Oman
considering selected variables (gender, academic level, age, and
specialization). The researcher employed the descriptive
approach, utilizing a pre-developed scale from Al-Aamri (2025)
study, which consisted of 79 items distributed across six value
domains: scientific, economic, social, aesthetic, political, and
religious. The psychometric properties of the scale were verified
using the Rasch model, one of the Item Response Theory (IRT)
models. The instrument was administered to a sample of (975)
male and female students from public and private universities in
Oman.The findings revealed that the prevalent value system
among higher education students ranked as follows: religious
values came first, followed by social, scientific, aesthetic, and
political values, respectively, while economic values ranked last.
The study also showed statistically significant differences in
economic and political values attributed to gender in favor of
males, and in aesthetic and religious values in favor of females.
Furthermore, significant differences were found based on
academic level in favor of master’s students for scientific, social,
and political values, and based on age in scientific values
between the age groups (18-25), (26-30), and above 30, with
differences favoring the older groups. Significant differences
were also found according to specialization in scientific and
social values between education and arts majors and engineering
majors, favoring the former. However, no statistically significant
differences were found between genders in scientific and social
values, nor between academic levels in economic, aesthetic, and
religious values. Similarly, there were no significant differences

ISSN: 2537-0448 elSSN: 2537-0456



YN0 pmmiipd (£1) — (4) (20 ¢ et gl el Flt o st el

attributed to age in economic, social, aesthetic, political, and
religious values, nor to specialization in economic, political,
aesthetic, and religious values. Based on these findings, the
researcher recommends focusing on developing various values
among higher education students by integrating them into
educational and academic programs across universities, offering
training workshops and diverse activities to foster positive values
necessary for students’ academic and social lives, encouraging
faculty members to embed values in their teaching practices, and
utilizing the study’s findings to strengthen and enhance the
values that require further development among students.
Keywords: value system, prevalent values, higher education
students, Sultanate of Oman.
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