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Abstract:

This study presents a quantitative analysis of the content
of four Arabic language textbooks for the second grade used in
Omani public schools to analyze gender representation. The
study examines images, proper names, occupations, proper
names, adjectives, and gender firstness. The study findings
revealed that males are dominant in the categories of images and
proper names in most sections of the textbooks. The findings
clearly reinforce traditional gender roles and stereotypes.
Although the distribution of roles and adjectives shows more
balance, gender bias is still visible, where males are highlighted
in vital social and educational contexts. The findings also show
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that females excel in proper names and gender firstness. Chi-
square test results show consistent statistical evidence of
significant differences establishing rigid gender roles in the early
stages of learners' upbringing, limiting the strong presence of
girls and affecting learners' perceptions of equality. The study
emphasizes the urgent need to reform curricula to ensure fair
representations. It also recommends conducting regular content
audits and designing gender-sensitive materials to promote
balance and inclusivity, and to support the development of
identity and aspirations for all students.

Keywords: equality, textbooks, content analysis, gender bias,
educational materials
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