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Research Summary (Abstract)

At the beginning of the 20th century, the Arabic gasida witnessed a remarkable
period of flourishing. It is considered one of the musical forms that showcase the
artistic brilliance and technical proficiency of both the performer and the composer,
as it is deeply rooted in improvisational singing (ad-libitum). The composition of the
qasida, much like its performance, is a sophisticated art that few can master.

The gasida is a vocal musical form based on poetic texts that typically follow a
unified meter and rhyme scheme, although in some instances, only the meter is
consistent. The melodic composition may begin in any of the traditional Arabic
magamat (modal systems), through which the composer may transition—either
directly or modally—before concluding in the original magam. The gasida does not
adhere to a single rhythmic pattern, allowing for rhythmic diversity and variation
throughout.

Given the eloquence of its language and the nobility of its themes, the gasida is
considered a reflection of the intellectual, cultural, and artistic sophistication of Arab
societies.

This study focuses on the analysis of the gasida '"Rabbi Subhanaka
Da’man", written by the poet Mahmoud Hassan Ismail and composed by the
renowned musician Riyad Al-Sunbati. The work is part of the anthology "Sawt Min
Allah" and stands out for its unique use of modal and rhythmic variation, along with
frequent repetition of free-rthythm (ad-lib) sections. These features prompted the
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researcher to analyze the piece in order to explore the compositional style employed

and to extract applicable insights.

The research includes the following components:

Introduction — Research Problem — Objectives — Significance — Questions —

Delimitations — Methodology — Sample — Tools — Procedures.

It is structured in two main parts:

1. Theoretical Framework, divided into three sections:

e Section One: A study of the gasida form, particularly the religious gasida.

e Section Two: An overview of Riyad Al-Sunbati’s artistic contributions.

o Section Three: A background on the poetic and artistic life of Mahmoud Hassan
Ismail.

2. Applied Framework

This part includes an analytical study of the gasida '"Rabbi Subhanaka Da’man",

aiming to understand Riyad Al-Sunbati’s compositional approach in the context of

religious gasida. The researcher presents key findings from the analysis, including:

e The stylistic and melodic techniques utilized by Riyad Al-Sunbati in composing
the gasida "Rabbi Subhanaka Da’man".

The research concludes with findings, answers to the research questions,

recommendations, references, and a summary in both Arabic and English.

Keywords:

Religious Qasida, Arabic Music, Riyad Al-Sunbati, Mahmoud Hassan Ismail,
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