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Abstract

This study investigates the practices of live—streaming journalism on Facebook
and examines Egyptian audiences’ attitudes toward this emerging digital format.
Employing a descriptive methodology that combines analytical and survey
approaches, the study utilized both content analysis and a structured
questionnaire. The analytical component focused on live—streaming videos
posted on the official Facebook pages of Youm?7, Al-Masry Al-Youm, Cairo 24,
and Sada Al-Balad during November 2022, while the field study surveyed 400
Egyptian respondents.
Findings indicate that humanitarian and social topics dominated live—streaming
coverage, followed by weather, entertainment, and variety content. News-
oriented local streams ranked highest in frequency, whereas studio—based
streams occupied the second position. Most videos were brief in duration,
technically well-produced, and featured titles accurately reflecting their content.

Nevertheless, the analysis revealed a tendency toward superficial and
sensational coverage aimed at maximizing audience reach, often at the expense
of professional and ethical standards. Violations included lack of balance, privacy
breaches, and the exposure of minors in sensitive reports. Audience findings
demonstrated moderate engagement levels (24%), with social, humanitarian,
and religious topics being most preferred. Motivations for following live streams
were primarily utilitarian—seeking immediate updates and awareness of ongoing
events—followed by entertainment motives. Respondents emphasized that live—
streaming content frequently prioritizes trends and visibility over accuracy and
depth.

The study recommends enhancing the professionalism of live—streaming
journalism through comprehensive training, editorial oversight, and content

diversification that better reflects public interest and ethical media practices.
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