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Al-Fath Mosque in Medina : An Analytical Study of its

Architectural, Historical and Cultural Dimensions

Abstract:

The “Seven Mosques,” are considered among the most prominent historical
landmarks of al-Madinah al-Munawwarah, in addition to the city’s honor of
hosting al-Masjid al-Nabawi, the Prophet’s Mosque, the second mosque to which
Muslims travel after al-Masjid al-haram in Makkah. Although commonly known
as the “Seven Mosques,” their actual number is six; however, historians note that
Masjid al-Qiblatayn—Ilocated approximately one kilometer away—is often
included in the itinerary of visitors, thereby giving rise to the widespread
appellation of “the Seven Mosques.”

These mosques are situated on the western slope of Mount Sal®, adjacent to
a section of the trench excavated by the Muslims during the Prophet’s time as a
defensive measure for the city in the fifth year after the Hijrah, when the Quraysh
and their allied tribes advanced against Madinah in what became known as the
Battle of the Trench (al-Khandaq) or the Battle of the Confederates (al-Ahzab).
During this campaign, these sites functioned as positions for surveillance and
defense. Each mosque was subsequently named after the Companion who took
station there, with the exception of Masjid al-Fath, which was established on the
spot where a tent had been erected for the Prophet £,

From north to south, the sequence of these mosques is as follows: Masjid
al-Fath, Masjid Salman al-Farisi, Masjid Abu Bakr al-siddig, followed by Masjid
‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, Masjid ‘Ali ibn Abi Tallib, and finally Masjid Fatimah al-
Zahra’—may Allah be pleased with them all. Among them, Masjid al-Fath stands
as the most prominent, directly associated with the events of the Battle of the
Trench. Located on the western side of Mount Sal‘, the site carries profound
historical and military significance, as it served as a vantage point and rallying
place for the Muslims during the siege. Tradition recounts that it was here the
Prophet £ raised his hands in supplication beneath a palm-branch canopy until the
believers were granted the glad tidings of deliverance and the lifting of the siege.
From this event the mosque derived its symbolic designation, being called Masjid
al-Fath in connection with the revelation of Surat al-Fath and its promises of
victory. It is also known as Masjid al-Ahzab and al-Masjid al-A‘la (“the Upper
Mosque™) owing to its elevated position overlooking the battlefield.

The significance of Masjid al-Fath lies not in its architectural scale or
monumental character—for in its structure it does not rival the great
congregational mosques of Islamic history—but rather in its historical and spiritual
symbolism. It stands as a living testimony to one of the most decisive episodes in
the history of the Islamic mission.

Keywords: Mosque - Al-Fath - Medina - Al-Ahzab - Al-Ala Mosque - Al-
Khandag.
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