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Symbolism in ancient scripts as an input to enrich contemporary
furniture design. (With an example from the Arabic scripts)

Abstract:

The symbol is originally a human creativity. In addition to speech, the symbol is
considered a second essence for the human being. Thanks to his talent in creating
symbols, he was able, through his long-term historical process, to create his various
civilizations that were written in history. The symbol is inherent in the human being, as
he alone among all living creatures has the ability to speak and create symbols and
symbolic images. As a cultural inheritance and its appearance in all daily practices, the
symbol has almost become a habit that humans cannot get rid of.

After several attempts, the way was paved for the emergence of writing, and reality tells
us that written languages were the ones that were able to pass through the clutches of
oblivion, or at least remain in the fields of history for longer periods, and that they were
one of the strongest reasons for civilizational progress in all fields.

No matter how different civilizations are and how diverse their writing styles are, Arabic
writing and the arts of Arabic calligraphy remain the focus of attention and interest of
researchers from both historical, archaeological, artistic and aesthetic angles alike. As
Arabic calligraphy has received a lot of attention as it is one of the pillars of Islamic art
while taking on an aesthetic dimension through its association with floral and geometric
decorations. It is also distinguished by the ability to write its letters singly or connected,
which makes it adaptable to different geometric shapes through its wording methods.
The problem of the research lies in the fact that many modern design schools have turned
to the global approach to furniture design, the predominant characteristic of which is non-
identity, despite the fact that the design works that rely on visual texts and the ancient
ones in particular, represent a special aesthetic that has made them a distinctive character
on both the design and aesthetic levels. While we have two civilizations, words, no matter
how eloquent, cannot describe the extent of their greatness they have achieved in this
aspect. The ancient Egyptian represented in our history, and the Islamic represented in
our language and religion.. We find that most designs lack identity and advantages.

This study aims to reveal the aesthetic and plastic dimensions of Arabic scripts
formations, along with the extent of their suitability for use in designing furniture pieces
that combine cultural and contemporary features, and to shed light on the possibility of
employing calligraphic formations in Arabic scripts outside their common scope and
using them as a plastic and spiritual artistic value in designing furniture pieces that

combine between originality and modernity, taking care to clarify their symbolic
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connotations, in addition to presenting the design formulations of Arabic scripts in light
of the intellectual trends of symbolic connotations.

Keywords: (Symbolism, Design, modern furniture, Arabic scripts ).
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