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Lighting s in Islamic Egypt from the Beginning of the Tulunid
Period to the End of the Fatimid Period (254-567 AH / 868—

1171 CE)" Means and Purposes'".
Abstract:

This study investigates lighting and in Islamic Egypt from the Tulunid
to the Fatimid period (254-567 AH / 868-1171 CE) analyzing its concept,
function, and usage historically. It begins by defining lighting linguistically
and terminologically, clarifying the difference between daw’ (light) and ntr
(illumination) in Arabic and Qur’anic contexts. The research traces the
evolution of lighting methods from ancient times through Islamic eras,
emphasizing the influence of religious beliefs and cultural traditions. It
examines various types of lighting, including fixed lighting in public and
religious spaces and portable lighting used in processions and celebrations,
as well as diverse tools such as ceramic oil lamps, glass and metal lanterns,
torches, and mishkat niches. The study also discusses fuels like olive oil,
sesame oil, and candles, highlighting their social and spatial variations. Key
locations for lighting—mosques, shrines, palaces, homes, streets, markets,
and baths—are examined alongside the state’s role during the Tulunid,
Ikhshidid, and Fatimid periods in maintaining lighting, especially in
religious sites. Additionally, the research explores the connection between
lighting and religious and social rituals in Islamic and Christian traditions,
underscoring its symbolic and aesthetic significance. Administrative aspects
such as supervision, funding through endowments and state budgets, and
daily management are also covered. The study concludes that lighting in
Islamic Egypt was more than a practical necessity; it was a central cultural
element rich in symbolic, aesthetic, and religious meaning, reflecting the
society’s religious, social, and artistic identity.

Keywords: Lighting — Oil Lamps — Wax — Lantern — Tulunid — Fatimid.
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