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Postmodernism and Algorithmic Media: The Role of
Al-Powered Algorithms in Shaping Identity and
Behavior

Abstract

The study aimed to explore the impact of Al-driven
algorithmic media, within a postmodern context, on identity
formation, behavior direction, and the reshaping of values among
users. To achieve its objectives, the study employed a mixed-
methods approach, combining quantitative and qualitative tools. A
questionnaire was administered to a sample of (n=370) individuals,
a content analysis was conducted on a sample of (n=50) media
items from Facebook, YouTube, and TikTok, and semi-structured
in-depth interviews were conducted with a purposive sample of
(n=15) students and experts. The study found a strong, positive, and
statistically significant correlation between the intensity of
exposure to algorithmic content and practices related to digital
identity formation, the direction of behavior, and a decline in
critical awareness. Content analysis revealed that the prevailing
discourse focuses on presenting an "ideal self-image" and using
"emotional appeal," while the interviews uncovered that users are
experiencing a renegotiation of their core values, such as freedom
and autonomy. The study concludes that algorithmic media is not a
neutral tool but a powerful agent that creates a personalized
"hyperreality" for each user, systematically reshaping fundamental
dimensions of the contemporary human experience.
Keywords :Postmodernism, Algorithmic Media, Artificial
Intelligence, Identity Formation, Behavior Direction, Hyperreality,
Algorithmic Cultivation.
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