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Manifestations of Beauty and Its Relationship to
Divine Love: Ibn ‘Arabi and Ibn al-Farid as Model

Abstract:

This study aims to explores the theme of beauty and divine
manifestation in Sufi thought through an examination and analysis
of the aesthetic and spiritual visions of two of the most prominent
figures in Islamic mysticism—Muhyt al-Din Ibn ‘Arabi and ‘Umar
Ibn al-Farid. The study seeks to uncover the profound relationship
between beauty, as a manifestation of divine reality, and divine
manifestation (tajalli)) as a means of attaining knowledge and
closeness to God, while linking these concepts to the notion of
divine love.

Through a meticulous reading of both authors’ prose
and poetic works, the study analyzes their views within the gnostic
(‘irfanT) and metaphysical framework that characterizes their
mystical experiences. Ibn ‘Arabi regards divine manifestation as
both an ontological and epistemological principle, viewing beauty
as one of God’s names and attributes revealed in all beings and
existents. In contrast, Ibn al-Farid approaches beauty through the
lens of divine love, wherein the Divine Essence is manifested in the
image of the Absolute Beloved. For him, beauty becomes an
emotional and spiritual ascent leading to annihilation (fana’) in the
Divine Essence, expressed through a symbolic and passionate
poetic language suffused with longing and ecstasy.

The research concludes that beauty and divine manifestation
together form a profound mystical path in which knowledge and
love are harmoniously intertwined. The study adopts a comparative
analytical methodology, focusing on the aesthetic dimensions and
spiritual manifestations in the works of both Ibn ‘Arabi and Ibn al-
Farid, while considering the interplay between philosophy,
mysticism, and poetry.

Keywords: Manifestation, Beauty, Love.

= VVAE -



