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The Effect of Context on Clarifying Ambiguity in the
Differences in Narrations of the Prophetic Hadith
Hani Omar Muhammad Ghanem.
Department of Rhetoric and Criticism, Faculty of Islamic and
Arabic Studies for Boys, New Damietta, Al-Azhar University,

Egypt.
Email: hanyghanem.YY @azhar.edu.eq
Abstract:

This scientific research presents an in-depth study on the impact of
context in guiding and prioritizing meaning and clarifying
ambiguity in the noble Prophetic hadiths. The study is based on the
premise that variations in different narrations of the same hadith are
not necessarily contradictory but may instead be complementary.
Context, the research argues, is the primary tool for understanding
the correct intended meaning behind these narrations.

The study emphasizes the critical importance of context in
interpreting texts, as it provides the framework that determines the
intended meaning of words and sentences and removes ambiguity
from potentially unclear meanings. It highlights that Arab and
Muslim scholars recognized the value of context and applied it
centuries before the emergence of the "Theory of Context" in the
West.

Moreover, the research asserts that the theory of context is an
inherently Arab-Islamic concept and serves as a foundational
principle for deriving rulings from the texts of the Qur’an and the
noble Sunnah. Neglecting context in understanding religious texts
inevitably leads to misinterpretation and erroneous conclusions,
which may result in deviations in judgment.

In its applied section, the study analyzes the linguistic, syntactic,
phonetic, and rhetorical aspects within the context of Prophetic
hadiths, demonstrating their role and impact in revealing the
importance of contextual study. This highlights the significance of
context in clarifying the meanings, directives, and moral teachings
of the Prophet (peace be upon him).

Consequently, the research recommends the intensive integration of
contextual studies into academic curricula—especially within
religious, Sharia, and linguistic studies—to preserve this authentic
religious and intellectual heritage and to enable future generations
to comprehend religious texts accurately and correctly.

Keywords: Context, Ambiguous, Variation, Narrations, Prophetic
Hadith.
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