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Rhetoric of Story Construction in the Prophetic
Discourse: The Story of the Leper, the Bald Man, and
the Blind Man as a Model

Dr. Wadida Abdel Zaher El-Sayed El-Shennawy
Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Girls in Cairo
Al-Azhar University
Abstract:

Prophetic Hadith represents a fundamental source of Islamic
legislation and a rich field for language, rhetoric, and thought. The
Prophetic traditions are distinguished by their eloquent phrasing,
profound meanings, and precise illustration, making them a fertile
ground for rhetorical study.

The Prophet, peace be upon him, used stories in his Hadith in a
unique style that combines simple structure with deep meaning,
conciseness, and persuasion. The stories were an influential tool
that touched the soul, conveying values, admonitions, and lessons,
while addressing both the mind and the heart.

The Hadith of the three men whom God, the Almighty, tested (the
leper, the bald man, and the blind man), narrated by Imams Al-
Bukhari and Muslim in their Books of Sahih, serves as an eloquent
example. It combines the style of a story with magnificent
illustration, eloquent narration, and smooth dialogue, all while
carrying a profound ethical and educational message.

In this story, the Prophet, peace be upon him, used a set of rhetorical
tools to enhance its impact. These included the dialogue between
the angel and the three persons, a conversation that reveals each
person's character, highlights their motivations, and shows the true
nature of their stance towards the blessings they received.

Hence, this study sheds light on the rhetoric of storytelling
construction in the Prophetic traditions. It aims to highlight the
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rhetorical aspects of this Hadith—the story of the leper, the bald
man, and the blind man—and demonstrate how the Prophet, peace
be upon him, skillfully and wisely employed linguistic tools to
convey his faith-based and educational message within an
impactful narrative. The study proves that the Prophetic discourse
is not merely a means of giving information, but a tool for building
values and shaping awareness through the intelligent use of
storytelling that touches the human soul and achieves the highest
degree of influence and persuasion.

Keywords: Story Construction - Prophetic Discourse - Story of the
Leper - The Bald Man - The Blind Man.
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