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Army Problems during the Reign of King Zimri-Lim
(1762-1776 BC): of Desertion as a Case Study.

Abstract:
King Zimri-Lim paid great attention to the army, due to the difficulties and

conflicts he had experienced in regaining his throne. Moreover, his reign during
the 18" century (BCE) was marked by continuous rivalries among the great
kingdoms, in addition to military alliances formed between some of them. Thus,
the Kingdom of Mari relied on a regular army, and the king made conscription
compulsory for all individuals capable of bearing arms, without exempting anyone

from military service except by his personal approval.
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Nevertheless, this army was not free from challenges; it encountered several
difficulties that, at many times, threatened military discipline and stability. These
problems included hostility from nomadic groups, shortages of supplies for the
troops, and adverse weather conditions, and so forth. Some of these problems and
challenges converged, giving rise to a phenomenon that had a negative impact on
the success of military operations, namely the desertion of troops.
Therefore, the study focusses on analyzing the causes that, directly or indirectly,
led to such desertions, through examining the evidence preserved in the Mari
archives. It also explores the strategies adopted by rulers and commanders to
confront this problem, ranging from incentives to intimidation, in an effort to curb
the phenomenon and mitigate its impact on the kingdom.

Keywords: Kingdom of Mari - King Zimri-Lim - Tribes - Army — Punishments.
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