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Abstract:

This study explores the role of middle powers in shaping climate
foreign policy, focusing on India and Brazil as two middle powers
with growing global influence. It aims to analyse the strategies these
countries pursue to address climate change, and how they balance
national interests with international pressures. The study shows
that middle powers rely on tools such as specialized diplomacy,
coalition building, and leveraging technical expertise to enhance
their influence in climate negotiations. However, these countries
face significant challenges, including domestic constraints and

internal political shifts that impact their global role.

By examining the cases of India and Brazil, the study concludes
that policy coherence, aligning domestic and international goals,
and managing alliances flexibly are critical factors for middle powers
to succeed in shaping global climate policy. India demonstrates a
consistent approach focused on renewable energy and development,
while Brazil faces political shifts that have affected its climate
credibility. The study provides recommendations to enhance the
role of middle powers in global climate governance, including the
need for consistency and long-term vision, and the alignment of
domestic and international policies, which enhances credibility and
influence, as well as achieving a balance between different interests
and alliances, and the need to realize that domestic politics can
quickly change a country’s global role and reputation regarding
climate issues. Middle powers must manage domestic constraints

while maintaining international engagement.
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