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Framing the Coverage of the Gaza War on Satellite
News Channels: A Comparative Analysis of Al
Jazeera and BBC

Dr. Mohammed Salah Youssef*
Abstract:

The Arab-Israeli conflict has long imposed itself as one of the most
prominent issues capturing the attention of Arab audiences who
follow both regional and international news outlets. This enduring
interest stems from the centrality of the Palestinian cause and its just
demands in the Arab collective consciousness. The significance of this
issue was further amplified following the outbreak of the Israeli war
on the Gaza Strip on October 7, 2023.

Against this backdrop, the present study seeks to examine the framing
strategies employed by satellite news channels in covering the events
of the Gaza war, with specific reference to Al Jazeera and the BBC.
The study sample comprised the analysis of the main news bulletins
broadcast by the two channels during November 2024, totaling 30
bulletins from each channel.

The findings reveal several noteworthy patterns:

o Thematic Focus: Military-related news dominated coverage
(47.99%), followed by political issues (29.76%), and humanitarian
concerns (11.53%).

o Framing Strategies: The conflict frame was most frequently
employed (42.9%), followed by the general frame (26.8%) and the
human-interest frame (18.8%).

« Geopolitical References: Israel was the most frequently mentioned
country (30.24%), followed by Palestine (13.55%) and the United
States (12.98%).

Keywords: Satellite News Channels, Gaza War, Al Jazeera, BBC

* Assistant Professor in Media College October 6™ Universitz
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