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The Role of Artists in Promoting a Digital Profit
Culture among University Youth via Live Broadcasts
on the TikTok Platform

Dr. Hesham Saeed Fathy Omar Al-Borgi*
Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the role of artists in enhancing the culture of digital
profit among university youth through live broadcasts on the TikTok platform. This
is a descriptive study that aims to describe and analyze the facts related to a
phenomenon or situation in order to obtain comprehensive and integrated data,
information, and descriptions, The researcher adopted a mixed-methods approach,
combining a quantitative survey (using a questionnaire) with a qualitative approach
(through in-depth interviews). The study population consisted of Egyptian university
students who follow artists' live broadcasts on the TikTok social media application
and website. The sample included 400 respondents, collected using a non-probability
convenience sampling method.

The study sought to analyze the role artists play through live broadcasts on TikTok
in shaping the digital profit culture among Egyptian university youth, while
monitoring the nature of the impact (positive/negative), the persuasion strategies
used, and the value-based and behavioral repercussions on one of the groups most
influenced by digital platforms. In addition, semi-structured in-depth interviews were
conducted with a number of media professors specializing in digital media to learn
their opinions on the phenomenon in general. The study relied on the theory of
symbolic capital. The study reached several key findings: 54.3% of the sample
watches artists' live broadcasts on TikTok "daily", 37.5% of the sample watches live
broadcasts for "less than an hour", 71.5% of the sample follows “comedy" content
most frequently, The most prominent reason respondents watched artists' live
broadcasts was the "artist's personality being beloved by the respondents,” at 58.8%,
59% of the sample confirmed they do not interact with artists' live broadcasts,
Regarding the emotional and psychological impact, the results showed that "the live
broadcast made the sample see the artist from a new angle and feel more
appreciation for them," with a relative importance of 67.75%, In terms of behavioral
impact, the results indicated that the sample “shares the video with friends to interact
with them about the broadcast's content,” with a relative importance of 71.83%, For
the cognitive and cultural impact, the findings pointed to "the sample gaining new

* Lecturer in the Radio and Television Department, Faculty of Mass Communication,
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information about the artist,” with a relative importance of 76.17%, The interview
findings confirmed that artists play a pivotal role in guiding the awareness of
university youth toward digital profit through their live broadcasts on TikTok. This
influence is divided into two sides: Positive stimulation: Some artists contribute to
opening new horizons for young people and encouraging them toward digital
entrepreneurship and creativity, especially when they present purposeful content or
market real projects, Negative influence: The majority of opinions indicated that the
content promotes a culture of quick and unsustainable profit. Young people tend to
imitate artists and influencers who gain fame and profits from superficial or
controversial content, which leads them to believe that financial success does not
require real academic or professional effort, The main motivations for artists to use
live broadcasting were Financial need: Seeking alternative or additional sources of
income, especially during periods of reduced artistic work, Audience connection:
The desire to stay in touch with followers and leverage their symbolic capital (fame)
through direct interaction, Regarding the skills and knowledge young people acquire
from this content, opinions varied greatly Negative opinion: Some believe the
content is "useless" and offers no real value. It may even entrench unethical
behaviors like creating crises or conflicts to attract views, Limited positive opinion:
Others believe that young people might acquire superficial skills, such as managing
digital interaction or ideas about presentation, but these skills remain partial and are
not framed academically, Finally, the majority of professors agreed that there is a
"moral catastrophe™ represented by the exploitation of human emotions, indecency,
and the spread of inappropriate behaviors for financial gain. This negatively affects
the value system of young people and shakes the image of the artist in society. The
study also found a disparity in the ability of young people to distinguish between
purposeful content and content intended solely for profit. While some students have
critical awareness, the majority fall prey to emotional and exaggerated influences.
Experts confirmed that this ability is affected by factors such as educational
background and the level of digital literacy.

Key Words:
Tik Tok - Artists - Social Networking Sites - Live broadcast- Digital profit
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