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Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the role of the Justanid dynasty in the
region of Daylam. The Justanid family, of Daylamite origin, emerged as a
political force in Daylam from the late 2nd to the 4th century AH (8th-10th
CE). They were among the first Daylamite dynasties to support and endorse
the Zaydi Shiite doctrine, promoting it in Daylam and the Caspian coast. This
was facilitated by the political vacuum characterizing these regions, alongside
other factors that contributed to the rise of the Justanid Daylamites on the local
political stage.

Despite the significant role this dynasty played in expanding Shiism
and spreading the Zaydi school of thought, no independent study has yet been
conducted in this field. This research, therefore, aims to highlight the political
and military role of this dynasty, in addition to uncovering its contribution to
the spread of Shiism in Daylam during the 2nd to 4th centuries AH.

The study begins by exploring the origins of the Justanids and their
initial emergence onto the political scene in Daylam, presenting the key
factors that aided their rise. It then examines the role played by the Justanid
rulers in supporting the movement of Yahya ibn Abdallah al-Alawi in
Daylam. Subsequently, it delves into the role of the Justanids in the foundation
of the Alavid state in Tabaristan, by detailing and documenting the military
support provided by the Justanid rulers to that state, and how their land
consistently served as a safe haven for the rulers of the Alavid state. The study
then moves to present the factors and reasons for the weakening and eventual
fall of the Justanid dynasty.

Finally, this study also answers the main research question: What role
did the Justanid family play in spreading Shiism in Daylam? The findings of
this study indicate that the kings of this family played the most significant and
prominent role in disseminating the Zaydi doctrine there. They achieved this
by inviting Zaydi missionaries to their territories, after providing a suitable
foundation for their missionary activities, alongside offering political and
military support, thereby contributing significantly to the spread of Shiism in
Daylam.

Keywords:
Justanids, Daylam, Zaydiyyah, Daylamite Barrier, Alayids.
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