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Hindu Temples in India during the Delhi Sultans Era
(602/816 AH/1206-1414 AD)
Abstract

The current research aims to shed light on “Hindu temples in India during
the Delhi Sultans era.” , This is the era that is considered one of the most prominent
historical periods in the Delhi Sultanate, as during that era, the Sultanate reached the
height of its power and prosperity, the Sultanate also witnessed profound political,
religious and cultural transformations, which had a profound impact in enabling
Islam to deepen its first roots in India, this era was marked by the expansion of
Islamic influence across wide areas of India, a matter that led to direct contact among
Muslims and Hindus, this resulted in extensive interaction and accurate regulation of
their relationship, particularly with regard to Hindu religious life and its associated
rituals and temples.

The introduction of this research crystallized by mentioning Islam’s
position towards the rights of followers of other faiths, with a clarification of the
historical stages to impose the taxes (Jizya) on Hindus, then reviewing the
relationship between Muslims and Hindus, and discussing the policy pursued by the
Sultans of Delhi towards the Hindus through allowing Hindu elites to hold some high
positions, as well as explaining the policies of the Delhi Sultans towards Hindu
temples where it varied between two main policies: The first is based on the
destruction of temples, whereas the second policy was characterized by a degree of
tolerance, which was represented in allowing the construction of temples or the
restoration of those that had collapsed, along with an analysis of the reasons and
motives behind such policies, with explaining their reflection on the relationship
between Muslims and Hindus.

The research emphasized the skill of the Hindus in the construction of their
temples and their annexes, the research also monitored the administrative
organization of such temples, with an explanation of the religious rituals and
ceremonies associated with them, and what was presented to their gods in terms of
vows, alms, and gifts, the research then discussed and showed the endowments of
Hindu temples and clarified the extent of tolerance shown and followed by the Sultans
of Delhi regarding their financial affairs, the research also did not neglect to show the
cultural and social role played by Hindu temples.

Key Word: Temples- Hindus- taxes (Jizya) —Administrative Organization-
Rituals and ceremonies- vows and alms- endowments of temples- The cultural role
of temples-India- Sultans of Delhi.
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