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The Armenian Minority in Iran: From the Safavid Period to
the Present Day.

This study aims to understand and analyze the reality of the
Armenian minority in Iran by examining the history of the Armenian
presence in the country from the modern era to the present, followed by
an analysis of the status of Armenians after the Islamic Revolution.

The study finds that the status of Armenians in Iran has gone
through three main phases:

. The first phase, during the Safavid era, was marked by
significant royal attention to the Armenians—especially those from New
Julfa who were settled in the Safavid capital, Isfahan. Shah Abbas I
sought to benefit from their political experience and commercial
expertise. Nevertheless, Armenians outside the capital were subjected to
discriminatory practices.

. The second phase, from the Constitutional Movement to
the Islamic Revolution (1905-1979), was characterized by active
Armenian participation in various fields, particularly education and
culture. However, Armenians occasionally took up arms in response to
attempts to erase their cultural identity.

. The third phase, following the Islamic Revolution,
witnessed the formal recognition of Armenians as a religious minority
entitled to political, cultural, and religious rights. These rights are
evident in the broad religious freedom, cultural and social autonomy,
and active political participation enjoyed by Armenians—especially
through their parliamentary representatives in the Iranian Majlis.

Despite these gains, the relationship between Armenians and the
[ranian state remains strained due to the growing phenomenon of
religious conversion to Christianity, particularly in major urban centers.
This has led to increased Armenian emigration and a notable decline in
their population within Iran.

Nonetheless, Iran remains one of the more stable countries in the
region in terms of upholding the rights of Armenians as a Christian
minority.

Keywords: Armenians, Christianity, minorities, Iran, Islamic
Revolution
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