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Jabir ibn Hayyan and His Philosophical Method
Saad Attia Saad Abdel-Samad Ghalmash .
Department of Creed and Philosophy, Faculty of Islamic and
Arabic Studies for Boys, Desouk, Egypt
Email: 1619010224@Azhar.edu.eg
Abstract: ) ) _
_ This research delves into the pivotal role and enduring
intellectual legacy of Jabir ibn Hayyan T(c 721 - 815 CE) in the
history of Islamic”sciences, with a specitic and in-depth focus on
his sophisticated philosophical and empirical approach to
alchemy and chemistry. It transcends the common perception of
Jabir merely as a groundbreaking experimental chemist,
portraying him instead as a profound philosopher who
meticulously sought to establish robust theoretical foundations
for his practical scientific endeavors. This unique integration
allowed him to bridge seemingly disparate realms: the abstract
realm of philosophical theorizing and the tangible domain of
meticulous practical application.” His work thus exemplifies a
!’t10|tI_StIC scientific methodology that was remarkably advanced for
its time.

The study systematically explores how the empirical
method, a cornerstone of modern science, fundamentally
evolved within Islamic civilization _thanks to Jabir's pioneering
contributions. It examines in detail how his innovative theories
significantly influenced the understanding of the nature of matter,
the dynamics of chemical transformations, and the systematic
classitication of elements. Furthermore, the ‘research
meticulously analyzes Jabir ibn Hayyan's profound and far-
reachln_P impact on subsequent generations of Muslim scientists
and philosophers. Particular attention is given to his influence on
figures such as Abu Bakr al-Razi, who is recognized as a direct
heir to Jabir's experimental chemical methodology, specifically
evident in his approaches to material classification, the
development of sophisticated laboratory instruments, and his
unwavering commitment to systematic doubt as a fundamental
principle of scientific inquiry. The study also investigates Jabir's
influence on Ibn Sina, notably reflected in Ibn Sina's critical
assessment of alchemy and his innovative applications of
chemical principles in" the field of medicine, consistently
emphasizing the critical importance of empirical observation in
achieving genuine scientific understanding. Ultimately, this
comprehensive study concludes that Jabir was not merely an
individual scholar with isolated achievements, but rather an
intellectual  "institution” whose multifaceted contributions
Profoundly_shaped the scientific and philosophical mind in
slamic civilization for centuries, thereby laying the essential
groundwork for numerous subs_equent evelopments that
profoundly impacted human civilization as a whole. o

Keywords: Jabir ibn Hayyan, The Philosophy of Jabir ibn
Hayyan, Philosophical Method, Chemistry in Islamic Civilization,
History of Islamic Sciences, Empirical Method, The Balance
Jabir’ibn Hayyan’s Concept), Hermetic Philosophy, Gnosticism,

atter and Spirit.
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