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Chains of Transmission of the Hadith on the Divine
Names: An Inductive and Critical Analysis.

Mahmoud Shaaban Ibrahim Al-Hamrawy.

Department of Hadith and It's Sciences — Faculty of
Theology and Islamic Da‘wah, Tanta — Al-Azhar University,
Egypt.

Email: mahmoudalhamrawy.27@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This research presents an isnad-based analytical study of
the hadith: “Indeed Allah has ninety-nine names, one
hundred less one; whoever memorises (or recites) them will
enter Paradise.” The study focuses exclusively on the chains of
transmission, without addressing the matn except when
necessary for isnad analysis. All available chains were
collected from the primary sources of Sunnah, showing that
the hadith is reported marfi‘ from six Companions and
mursal from two Successors. A critical examination of the
isnads demonstrates that the narrations containing a detailed
listing of the Divine Names are not authentic. The soundest
and strongest versions are those transmitted in al-Bukhari,
Muslim, and others, without mentioning the names explicitly.
Thus, the enumerated lists found in some devotional works
are most likely explanatory additions by certain transmitters
or exegetes, not Prophetic words. This study highlights the
significance of the hadith-critical method in authenticating
religious texts and illustrates the impact of isnad variations on
theological and devotional understanding.

Keywords: The Ninety-Nine Names of Allah — The
Beautiful Names of Allah — One Hundred Minus One — Who
Enumerates Them — The Entering of Paradise.
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