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Creative Betrayal in Translating Liu Zhenyun’s Novels into

Arabic: A Case Study of Divorce Chinese Style
Zhao Yadan

Faculty of International Studies, Henan Normal University
Abstract: This study explores the Arabic translation of Liu Zhenyun’s
novels, with a particular focus on Divorce Chinese Style, through the lens of
Robert Escarpit’s theory of “creative betrayal” and within the theoretical
framework proposed by the Chinese scholar Xie Tianzhen. The research
systematically investigates four manifestations of creative betrayal that may
occur in cross-cultural translation: individual translation, mistranslation and
omission, condensation and compilation, and literal translation and
adaptation.

The findings reveal that the translator employed a series of strategies—
such as adequacy and cultural equivalence—when engaging with culturally
specific Chinese content. For example, the translator sought cultural
alignment by incorporating Chinese culinary terms into Arabic,
transliterating Chinese names while providing interpretive explanations of
their meanings where applicable, and considering Islamic religious norms
and regional political contexts when handling culturally sensitive material.
Additionally, the translator rendered the original title as Divorce Chinese
Style and included an extensive preface explaining his rationale, intentionally
departing from a literal translation of the source title.
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These strategies demonstrate not only the translator’s awareness of
diverse cultural contexts but also his deliberate effort to make contemporary
Chinese literature more accessible and appealing to Arab readers. The study
argues that creative betrayal should not be seen as a deviation from the
original text but rather as a vital process of re-creation that enables the work
to resonate within a new cultural environment. Ultimately, this research
provides a valuable reference for the dissemination of Chinese literature in
the Arab world and underscores the importance of developing dynamic
translation strategies that preserve cultural identity while meeting readers’
expectations.

Keywords: Liu Zhenyun; Divorce Chinese Style; Arabic Literary
Translation; Creative Betrayal

Submitted to: The General Project for Humanities and Social Sciences at
Universities in Henan Province (2025): A Study on the Translation of Liu
Zhenyun’s Novels in Arab Countries (Project No. 2025-ZDJH-924).
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