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Summary

The phenomenon of corruption, which has accompanied humanity since ancient times, has
managed to entrench its roots in many societies throughout history, taking on multiple forms and
diverse methods. This has made it a dangerous phenomenon that threatens the stability of societies
at local, regional, and international levels. In recent decades, corruption has worsened, expanding
its reach and becoming a common behavior in various political and economic systems, whether
democratic or dictatorial, capitalist or mixed.

The spread of corruption has led to severe consequences, particularly in poor countries,
where it has hindered the achievement of economic development goals, distorted open market
policies, weakened investment efforts, and harmed democratic reforms. In some cases, it has nearly
undermined political legitimacy. The impact of corruption is not limited to poor countries; it has
also extended to wealthy nations, causing a decline in the improvement of living standards,
increasing income inequality due to illicit enrichment, and reducing opportunities for forming
honest and effective governments.

On the international level, corruption contributes to the distortion of international trade and
investment flows, and facilitates cross-border organized crimes such as international bribery, drug
trafficking, and money laundering. These negative effects threaten the stability and security of
societies, undermine economic, financial, and political institutions, and lead to an erosion of public
trust and the obstruction of sustainable development plans.

The true danger of corruption lies in its close connection to organized crime and economic
crime, as well as its transnational nature. Therefore, combating corruption now requires regional
and international cooperation, as it can no longer be addressed solely through local laws.
Corruption has become a global phenomenon that demands joint and integrated efforts to confront
and eliminate it.

Corruption has transformed from a local or regional issue into a global political problem due
to several factors, including:

1. The increasing global economic integration.

2. The complex and interconnected international financial system.

3. Global alliances among corporations.

4. The tolerance of some countries toward corrupt activities, even considering bribes as
legitimate expenses in some cases.

These factors have heightened global concern about corruption and its repercussions,
necessitating effective policies to combat it through regional and international cooperation
involving governments, international organizations, and civil society. Corruption is no longer
limited to low-level employees but includes high-ranking officials, making its eradication more
complex.

International organizations, such as the United Nations, recognized the dangers of corruption
early on, discussing it in their conferences as far back as 1985. However, anti-corruption efforts
did not receive sufficient priority compared to other issues such as human rights and terrorism.
Recently, international attention to corruption has increased due to its links to organized crime and
security problems, such as the illicit trade in weapons and military technology, as well as its
negative impact on development and the diversion of international aid.

At the Arab level, the League of Arab States has made significant efforts to combat
corruption through:

1. The Arab Convention Against Corruption.
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2. The Arab Model Law on Combating Corruption.
3. The Arab Code of Conduct for Public Officials.
These efforts aim to promote transparency and combat corruption at all levels.
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